Introduction

Knowing Jesus as God

There’s no denying it: Jesus is one of a kind.! He is the central figure of the world’s
largest religion (Christianity) and viewed as a major prophet in the world’s second
largest religion (Islam). Most people, in fact, regard Jesus as one of the greatest human
beings who ever lived. But this remarkable consensus begs the question: Why are there

so many conflicting interpretations of Jesus?

Your Own Personal Jesus

Interpretations of Jesus are fraught with bias. He’s a powerful figure whom people
want on their sides —and they’re willing to re-create him in their image to enlist his
support. Animal-rights activists imagine a vegetarian Jesus. New Agers make him an
example of finding the god within. And radical feminists strip him of divinity so that
Christianity doesn’t appear sexist. “Frankly, it’s hard to escape the feeling that our
culture has taken Jesus” question “Who do you say that I am?” and changed it to “Who
do you want me to be?"”2

It is an interesting irony, though, that the Jesus Seminar, a group of radically liberal
scholars, warned, “Beware of finding a Jesus entirely congenial to you.”3 If only they
had followed their own advice! From the start, the seminar was intent on finding a
merely human Jesus who was concerned with radical equality and refused to make
exclusive religious claims. In other words, they sought a Jesus who was, by today’s
standards, politically correct.* The seminar has been extraordinarily successful in getting
publicity. In fact, their “findings” have been the cornerstone of several cover stories for
Time magazine> and the thread holding together two prime-time ABC News

documentaries hosted by the late Peter Jennings.¢





















Deeds: Jesus shares in the deeds that God does.

Seat: Jesus shares the seat of God’s throne.

This acronym is not a gimmick. It is a tested and proven device for enabling people
of different backgrounds to remember and explain the biblical evidence for identifying
Jesus as God.!® Each chapter will go into detail on the biblical teaching relating to one
aspect of the five-point outline. We think this method will help you much better
understand the biblical teaching on the deity of Christ, as well as remember the
essential elements of that teaching, so that you will be able to explain them to others.

The biblical teaching about Jesus found in his HANDS constitutes a powerful
cumulative case for regarding Jesus as our Lord and God. If you do not yet believe in
Jesus as God, consider the evidence presented here. If you do believe in the deity of
Christ, the biblical teaching reviewed here will enrich your understanding of that truth
and equip you to share it with others. After you have read this book, we invite you to
find additional resources and to participate in discussions on this subject by visiting our
web site: http:/ /www.deityofchrist.com.

Wherever you are now in your understanding of Jesus, our heartfelt prayer is that
your life will be revolutionized by the realization that Jesus Christ is indeed “our great

God and Savior” (Titus 2:13).
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Some deny that Jesus ever existed, but the influence of these persons is negligible.
As the late British scholar F. F. Bruce noted, “The historicity of Christ is as
axiomatic for an unbiased historian as the historicity of Julius Caesar. It is not
historians who propagate the “Christ-myth” theories” (F. F. Bruce, The New
Testament Documents: Are They Reliable? 5th rev. ed. [Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 1960], 19).

J. Ed Komoszewski, M. James Sawyer, and Daniel B. Wallace, Reinventing Jesus:
How Contemporary Skeptics Miss the Real Jesus and Mislead Popular Culture (Grand
Rapids: Kregel, 2006), 262.

Robert W. Funk, Roy W. Hoover, and the Jesus Seminar, The Five Gospels: The
Search for the Authentic Words of Jesus, A Polebridge Press Book (New York:
Macmillan, 1993), 5.

The Jesus Seminar is a prime example of people creating Jesus in their own image.
Indeed, their revisionist Jesus “probably tells us more about various members of
the Jesus Seminar than about Jesus” (Ben Witherington III, The Jesus Quest: The
Third Search for the Jew of Nazareth, 2d ed. [Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press,
1997], 57).

E.g., “Jesus at 2000,” Time, December 6, 1999; “The Search for Jesus,” Time, April 8,
1996; “Who Was Jesus?” Time, August 15, 1988. Since 1996, Jesus has made the
cover of Time in four issues —equal to the number of issues in which he did so in
all the years of the magazine prior to that date.

Peter Jennings, The Search for Jesus (ABC News documentaries, 2000); and idem,
Jesus and Paul: The Word and the Witness (ABC News documentaries, 2004). For two

complementary critiques of these programs, see Darrell L. Bock, “Jesus and Paul:
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Looking at a Journalistic Approach to Christianity’s Beginnings,” Christianity
Today, April 5, 2004 [online version only],

http:/ /www .christianitytoday.com/ct/2004/

114/21.0.html (accessed July 14, 2004); and Robert M. Bowman Jr., “Peter
Jennings, Jesus, and Paul” (Center for Biblical Apologetics, 2004), available at
http:/ /www .biblicalapologetics.net.

Dan Brown, The Da Vinci Code: A Novel (New York: Doubleday, 2003).

See, e.g., Darrell L. Bock, Breaking the Da Vinci Code: Answers to the Questions
Everyone’s Asking, rev. ed. (Nashville: Nelson, 2006); Ben Witherington III, The
Gospel Code: Novel Claims About Jesus, Mary Magdalene and Da Vinci (Downers
Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 2004).

John Hick, “A Pluralist View,” in More Than One Way? Four Views on Salvation in a
Pluralistic World, ed. Dennis L. Okholm and Timothy R. Phillips (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1995), 51-52.

See also John Hick, Disputed Questions in Theology and the Philosophy of Religion
(New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1993), 35-101; and idem, The Metaphor
of God Incarnate, 2d ed. (London: SCM Press, 2005), 7, 175.

Grant R. Osborne, Revelation, BECNT (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002), 266.

See, e.g., Bart D. Ehrman’s two recent books, Lost Scriptures: Books That Did Not
Make It into the New Testament (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003) and Lost
Christianities: The Battle for Scripture and the Faiths Ve Never Knew (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2003).

For informed, accessible treatments of these works, especially the “Gnostic
gospels,” see Darrell L. Bock, The Missing Gospels: Unearthing the Truth Behind
Alternative Christianities (Nashville: Nelson, 2006); and Craig A. Evans, Fabricating
Jesus: How Modern Scholars Distort the Gospels (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity

Press, 2006). For more on their exclusion from the New Testament canon, see


http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2004/114/21.0.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2004/114/21.0.html
http://www.biblicalapologetics.net/
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Komoszewski, Sawyer, and Wallace, Reinventing Jesus, chaps. 10-11.

Even Bart Ehrman, while arguing that Christianity was more diverse than the
New Testament and that orthodoxy was a later development, acknowledges that
the New Testament writings share a united tradition that led to orthodoxy. See
Bart Ehrman, The Orthodox Corruption of Scripture: The Effect of Early Christological
Controversies on the Text of the New Testament (New York; Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1993), 33n. 11; 36nn. 25-26. Ehrman acknowledges that the New
Testament writers, whom he calls “proto-orthodox,” held to the same
“paradoxical view of Christ” as both God and man. “These proto-orthodox
Christians opposed anyone who claimed that Christ was a man but not God, and
anyone who claimed that he was God but not a man, and anyone who claimed
that he was two distinct beings, one divine and one human” (ibid., 13-15).

For a broad overview of the historical reliability of the New Testament, see Craig
Blomberg, Making Sense of the New Testament: Three Crucial Questions (Grand
Rapids: Baker, 2004), chap. 1. For a detailed treatment of the accuracy of New
Testament manuscripts, see Komoszewski, Sawyer, and Wallace, Reinventing
Jesus, chaps. 4-8.

For a popular-level defense of these claims, with references to supporting
literature, see Kenneth D. Boa and Robert M. Bowman Jr., 20 Compelling Evidences
That God Exists (Colorado Springs: Cook Communications-RiverOak Publishing,
2002), 189-261.

On the New Testament teaching on the resurrection of Jesus, see especially N. T.
Wright, The Resurrection of the Son of God (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2003). For a
thorough, accessible, and practical treatment of historical evidence for the
resurrection, see Gary R. Habermas and Michael R. Licona, The Case for the
Resurrection of Jesus (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2004).

A helpful introduction is Millard J. Erickson, Making Sense of the Trinity: Three
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Crucial Questions (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2000). See also Robert M. Bowman Jr.,
“The Biblical Basis of the Doctrine of the Trinity: An Outline Study” (Center for
Biblical Apologetics, 2004), online at http:/ /www.biblicalapologetics.net.

The acronym was originally developed by one of the authors (J. Ed
Komoszewski), who has presented it to a variety of audiences in both academic

and popular settings.
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